Week In Review: June 27 - July 5
Alex Shvartsman
BACK ONLINE
If I have been doing at least something right over the course of the first 32 installments of this column, then some of you might be wondering why there has been no update for several weeks. Several kind readers even wrote to me to inquire about the fate of the column. Well, as you can see here, it is back. 
Over the last few weeks I have traveled to Kuala Lumpur and Milan in order to help write the online coverage of Continental Championships for Sideboard. In addition, I had several important things happen in my life outside of Magic. All that added up to a lot less writing (unless you count 15,000+ words written as part of the coverage over the last two weekends - a milestone for someone who considers himself a somewhat laconic writer.) Now I am finally back and will be home for several weeks. Week In Review will be resuming its weekly schedule and, with any luck, you will be seeing some other articles from me very soon.
APAC CHAMPIONSHIP 
[image: http://web.archive.org/web/20010712195509im_/http:/www.wizards.com/sideboard/images/APAC01/764.jpg]The first of the Continental Championships this year, APAC metagame was expected to draw heavily on the results of U.S. and Japanese Nationals for the Standard portion of the tournament. The players did not disappoint, with top tables full of Fires, blue-white control, and monoblue control. Blue-white control was the dominant archetype in the Top 8, with the final match being played between two players with very similar deck lists. In the end, Jin Okamoto defeated Grand Prix regular Jun Nobushita to take the title. 
This has been a breakout year for APAC players. With two players from Asia making Pro Tour Top 8's this season, the region's pro players are hoping to prove that there are talented competitors among them who can compete with the likes of Kai Budde and Jon Finkel. APAC Championships are important to the morale of those players who are out to prove this point - and they weren't disappointed. Most competitors at the tournament showed solid levels of play and admirable sportsmanship. The event was marred by a collusion scandal in the final eight, where three players were ejected for prearranging an outcome of the match. Outside of that unfortunate incident, the event went smoothly.
While some of the Japanese players are becoming well known to the Pro Tour spectators, other players in the region also have a goal to catch up. Magic has been played in Japan longer and given more attention than elsewhere in Asia, making it difficult for countries with a much smaller player base to compete. Although the competition is good-natured, each APAC event also pits the Japanese pros against others (mostly players from Singapore, Taiwan, and Hong Kong). This tournament, Japan earned a decisive victory with six players representing it in the final eight, including both of the finalists.
EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP
[image: http://web.archive.org/web/20010712195509im_/http:/www.wizards.com/sideboard/images/EURO01/831.jpg]If Japan has dominated APAC, the country to dominate Euros is Norway. Including this year's winner Eivind Nitter, Norwegian players won three of the four Euro tournaments held to date. Nitter used a Counterrebel deck to defeat a monored Burning Bridge variant in the finals. Nitter has been to a number of Grand Prix and Pro Tours, his top previous accomplishment being fifth place at this season's team PT-NY. 
Had things gone a little differently in the final match, a Canadian may have won European Championship! Dave Montreuil is a musician from Canada who moved to Switzerland less than four months ago. In that short time, the Canadian player whose previous tournament accomplishments included winning some Friday Night Magic tournaments, managed to become the Swiss National champion and, last weekend, to make it all the way to the finals of Euros. What will Worlds bring him, playing on home turf?
Some people see greatness a lot earlier than others. Sideboard reporter Kim Eikefet, also from Norway, has never doubted Nitter. She even wrote a poem praising his greatness during the coverage of GP Gotheburg. 
[image: http://web.archive.org/web/20010712195509im_/http:/www.wizards.com/sideboard/images/LAC01/786.jpg]LATIN AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIP
Counterrebel won the day in South America as well as Europe. Uruguay's Scott Richards piloted the deck to the finals and defeated an Orb-Opposition deck to bring home the title for the first time. I did not attend the event personally, so unfortunately have no interesting stories to tell, but I may write more about this tournament once I learn more from those players who attended.
MAGIC TRIVIA
Last week's Question:
What card's artwork was accidentally printed sideways in Alpha, then kept that way in future printings? 
[image: http://web.archive.org/web/20010712195509im_/http:/www.wizards.com/sideboard/images/cards/beta/terror.jpg]Terror - one of the first Magic cards drawn by the popular Magic artist Ron Spencer - was printed sideways in the Alpha edition. If you want to see what the card art was supposed to look like, just turn the card ninety degrees. After the first printing it was decided that the card looks very good the way it was printed, and the "misprint" was never fixed in later sets.
New Question:
Who was the first Magic pro to reach (the highest) level 60 in the EverQuest on-line role playing game?
Please do not e-mail me your answers. The correct answer will be posted in next week's column.
PLAY OF THE WEEK
[image: http://web.archive.org/web/20010712195509im_/http:/www.wizards.com/sideboard/images/cards/invasion/dromar_the_banisher.jpg]Bram Snepvangers drafted a crazy five color deck during the second pod of the European Championship. His feature match against Kamiel Cornelissen was taking a while - both players were laying down land after land, with not much else happening on the board. Eventually, Snepvangers tapped all the basic lands he had in play, and sacrificed several Invasion lands such as Irrigation Ditch to generate two mana from each, for the total of 13 mana!
Snepvangers cast Obliterate, destroying all permanents in play. He then played and tapped a land, leaving six mana in his pool, and cast Dromar, the Banisher! It did not take Cornelissen long to concede the game after that play.
BAD PLAY OF THE WEEK
Two Japanese pros - Jun Nobushita and Katsuhiro Mori - were playing it out in the semifinals of APAC Championship. Nobushita was playing a blue-white control deck, with Mahamoti Djinn used as a win condition post-sideboard against his opponent's Fires strategy.
[image: http://web.archive.org/web/20010712195509im_/http:/www.wizards.com/sideboard/images/cards/mm/misdirection.jpg]In the second game, both players were very low on life. Nobushita, at two life points, had a Mahamoti Djinn in play. His opponent had Kavu Chameleon and Thunderscape Battlemage and was able to attack for the kill on the following turn. Nobushita was holding a Wrath of God, but was loath to lose his Djinn. In the end, he chose to attack with the Djinn, bringing Mori down to four life points. He then was about to cast Wrath of God, when suddenly he came up with another plan.
Nobushita's hand consisted of two Absorbs, Misdirection and two Wrath of God. He decided to counter his own Wrath of God via Absorb, gain some life, survive the following turn, and attack for the kill a turn later. Nobushita cast Wrath of God, then tapped out to counter it with an Absorb. At this point, he looked at his life total again and... realized that Absorb would only bring him up to five life points, while Mori had six points of damage on the table. Since it was too late to take the play back, Nobushita was forced to pitch his second Absorb to Misdirection in order to counter his first Absorb!
Wrath of God resolved, leaving no creatures in play - but Nobushita was left with a single Wrath of God in hand, instead of a Wrath of God, two Absorbs and Misdirection. It did not take Mori very much longer to win that game. Nobushita did however win the match and placed second overall in the tournament.
As always, please send good/bad plays, cool trivia questions, and other news to ashv@concentric.net.
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